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DAY 1  
Week 1

On Day 1 participants met each other  
and the course facilitators for the first 
time, before forming small groups to 
explore the gallery through a ‘treasure 
hunt’ with clues to guide them around  
the different areas of  the building.  

After this, artist Ashleigh Downey led the 
first session in the Education Space with  
a presentation on the importance and role 
of  sketchbooks, followed by a workshop 
to make mini sketchbooks to use during 
the two week course.  

Welcome! 



DAY 1  
Week 1

The next task was to 
think about all of  the 
departments in the 
gallery - Exhibitions, 
Education, Collections 
and Conservation. In 
small groups, students 
had to brainstorm 
questions to ask team 
members from each 
department, to find out 
more about what goes 
on behind the scenes in 
the gallery!

In the afternoon the group were introduced to an assignment on writing about art.  
They had to choose two artworks in the gallery collection, exploring works on display  
and the online e-collection, and respond to them through writing, poetry or word drawing. 



DAY 2  
Week 1 On Day 2 artist and programme facilitator Michelle Hall introduced a 

collaborative project to the group, beginning with a presentation on the use of  
fabric and quilting techniques in art and craft traditions. This spanned the use 
of  fabric in the work of  contemporary artists, and the use of  banners and 
signage in activist movements. 

They group were also joined by Meabh Delaney, 
Assistant Exhibitions Curator, for a presentation on 
the many aspects of  her role and her rich curatorial 
journey so far! 



DAY 2  
Week 1

In the afternoon everyone continued working on their quilt squares. 
Each person was given a 25 x 25cm piece of  canvas fabric to create 
their own design, to be displayed together in Week 2 for a temporary 
large scale collaborative installation. A range of  materials were used to 
draw, paint and collage onto the fabric squares, including velour paper, 
felt, paint markers and watercolours.  

After the practical workshop, gallery Registrar Philip Roe from the 
Collections department spoke to the group about how artworks are 
handled, packaged and cared for during transit.  



DAY 3  
Week 1

On Day 3 participants took 
part in New Media: Sound, 
an experimental audio 
workshop with artist Megan 
Scott.  

Using a range of  materials, 
four groups responded to 
selected paintings with an 
improvised audio piece. 
Each group was recorded  
by Megan who paired the 
audio with images in a video 
compilation, which can be 
viewed through the link on 
the next page. 



DAY 3  
Week 1

Video compilation of  audio works in response to:  
1. ‘Beach Scene’ by Edgar Degas, 1876.  
2. ‘The Diligence in the Snow’ by Gustave Courbet, 1860 (pictured). 
3. ‘Origin of  the World’ by Elizabeth Magill, 2009.  
4. ‘La Musique aux Tuileries’ by Édouard Manet, 1862.

CLICK TO VIEW

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sOp-myWOv7I


DAY 3  
Week 1 In the next session, the group met Eimear Murphy from 

the Education department. Eimear talked about her art 
practice and role as Zooom Project Facilitator, for which 
she coordinates the participation of  primary schools and 
artists in the Gallery’s city-wide programme.  

She then led the group in a series of  exercises, which 
included coming up with ideas for events and activities 
for the Education programme, in response to gallery 
artworks.



DAY 3  
Week 1

In the afternoon, artist An Gee Chan delivered a screen printing 
workshop. For this technique, students cut their unique design out 
of  newsprint paper and used this method to print onto a tote bag,  
with the screen and a choice of  bright blue or pink ink! 



DAY 1  
Week 2

In Week 2 Ashleigh Downey joined the group again, beginning with a 
Visual Thinking Strategies discussion looking at three paintings in the 
Brian Maguire exhibition ‘La Grande Illusion’.  

Ashleigh then led a life drawing session in the Sean Scully Room. The 
group were joined by a life model in the gallery, which was set up with 
easels and a range of  drawing materials. The students were given a 
series of  drawing exercises to practice their drawing skills.  



DAY 1  
Week 2

The afternoon programme continued with two engaging presentations 
from members of  the Conservation team, speaking about the scope of  
their work and how the department operates across a range of  activities. 

The group were then joined by art historian Yseult O’Driscoll for a talk on 
some important innovative figures in the Irish artworld in the 19th & 20th 
Centuries. 



DAY 2  
Week 2

On Day 2 of  the second week, artist Anca Danila led the group in  
a series of  portraiture exercises, beginning with a drawing session  
in the gallery at ‘La Grande Illusion’ by Brian Maguire.  

Anca then delivered a workshop in the Education Space, with a  
demo in portraiture drawing, followed by a technique using the 
projector for silhouette outlines, and expressive paint techniques. 



DAY 2  
Week 2

In the afternoon the group were joined again by art 
historian Yseult O’Driscoll, who brought them on a 
gallery tour to the Stained Glass Room to see ‘The 
Eve of  St. Agnes’ by Harry Clarke, and to visit the 
Francis Bacon Studio. 

The day ended with a visit to the newly launched ‘Bafushia’, a group exhibition of  
work by Traveller artists. Jessica O’Donnell, art historian and Head of  Education 
& Community Outreach, gave a talk on the work in the show and its significance 
in terms of  Traveller culture and showcasing the work of  the artists involved. 



DAY 3  
Week 2

The final morning of  the course began with a 
presentation by Shatabdi Roy, Marketing and 
Admin Support Officer.  

Shatabdi spoke with the group about all aspects 
of  gallery marketing, as well as graphic design. 
The students were set an activity in small groups, 
tasked with planning a marketing campaign for 
upcoming gallery exhibition ‘The Dream Pool 
Intervals’ by Ailbhe Ní Bhriain. 



DAY 3  
Week 2

The final activity of  the TY programme for 2025 was an Open Studio session. During this time, students could put 
finishing touches to the artwork they made during the course. Their work was photographed and features alongside 
a selection of  their art writing pieces in the following pages. The quilt fabric pieces were also installed on the wall of  
the Education Space, and an image of  the collaborative installation was printed out for each participant to take home! 



QUILT INSTALLATION  
Collaborative Group Project
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GROUP DRAWING & FEEDBACK  
TY 2025

“I really enjoyed all aspects of  this course, I enjoyed 
the art making and talking to each of  the curators and 
different people who work in the gallery. It was really 
interesting to hear about how they got into their jobs 
and all the stuff  that is done behind the scenes!!”

“I loved all of  behind the scenes talks, especially the 
conservators and I loved the screen printing too.”

“I loved how organised everything was…and I enjoyed 
trying things I never would have before.”

“I liked the fact that we had the chance to create art using 
different and new ways but also that we got to hear from 
the ‘non-artistic’ people that work in galleries, especially 
the conservators as I found that quite interesting.”

“I enjoyed speaking about paintings and learning about 
different styles, and I found the digital marketing talk 
especially interesting.”

“I loved the creative craft parts of  the course such as the 
painting, drawing and sketchbooks and tote bags.”
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The Transition Year Programme 2025 was curated by Jessica O’Donnell,   
Head of  Education and Community Outreach. 

The programme was facilitated by artist Michelle Hall and  
assisted by Schools Coordinator Tori Boccarossa. 

The e-zine was compiled by Michelle Hall. 

Many thanks to all the participating TY students and to all Hugh Lane Gallery  
Artist Panel members and staff  who contributed to the programme.  

www.hughlane.ie 


