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Installation view of Bafushia at Hugh Lane Gallery. 
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31Traveller perspectives

Traveller perspectives on works 
selected from the Hugh Lane 
Gallery’s collection 

About the Project 

As part of Bafushia at Hugh Lane Gallery, 
these artworks from the Hugh Lane Gallery’s 
collection were selected by Mags O’Sullivan, 
Ann Maguire of Cork Traveller Women’s 
Network, and Michael Collins and Paddy 
Collins of Pavee Point Traveller and Roma 
Centre. The group met online and visited 
the Hugh Lane Gallery in December 2024. 
The discussions were facilitated by Adam 
Stoneman. Building on a series of workshops 
at the Irish Museum of Modern Art in 2022 as 
part of a citizen curation project, this initiative 
aims to share Traveller perspectives through 
selecting and responding to artworks in 
public collections. The texts emerged from 
group conversations inspired by works from 
the Hugh Lane Gallery collection. 

The selected artworks Impact by Michael 
Ayrton and The Pillar by Louis le Brocquy 
were included alongside the work of the 
contemporary artists on display.

Michael Ayrton 
Impact 
1974

Bronze and perspex, 33.4 x 24.4 x 22.4 cm 
Reg. 1434

Louis le Brocquy 
The Pillar 
1986

Lithograph on Japanese paper, 32 x 45 cm 
Reg. 1711.13 

How do you see the other, with barriers in the 
way? There are so many negative and harmful 
stereotypes against Travellers in the media. 
As Travellers growing up, we try to be positive, 
but when people openly insult us, you learn to 
stand up for yourself. We have no choice but 
to be resilient. You are always chiselling your 
way out of something. 

Negative portrayals can lead to internalised 
shame and struggles with mental health. This 
is made worse by the barriers Travellers face 
accessing basic mental health services – a 
human right denied to us.

In the mirror, a man sees a raging bull. Is he 
holding something back, keeping his demons 
at bay? Composure and resilience, inner 
strength – it can be hard to keep yourself 
together and not lose the head.

Do you see a man holding a cane or a woman 
with a harp? A column or a fist held high in the 
air, calling for change?

How do we celebrate those who make 
change? Who are the change makers fighting 
to hold on to Traveller culture? Will we see 
statues of Nan Joyce in our town squares 
one day? Brian Maguire’s portrait of Kathleen 
Clarke in the gallery upstairs shows how we 
can celebrate the lives of those who do not 
normally have their stories told.
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Brian Maguire 
Bentiu Camp South Sudan 1 
2018

Acrylic on linen, 200 x 400 cm

Edgar Degas 
A Peasant Woman  
1871

Oil on canvas, 40 x 32 cm 
Purchased through subscriptions collected  
by Clara McCarthy, 1905. 
Reg. 547

Deborah Brown 
Waiting 
1982

Paper and wire  
Reg. 1563

Maguire’s painting of a refugee camp in South 
Sudan could be Spring Lane in Cork or Labre 
Park in Ballyfermot.

Brian Maguire 
Strange Fruit (Europe) 
2016

Acrylic on canvas, 80 x 140 cm,  Private Collection

Maguire places a picture of EU flags above 
the painting of the refugee camp. The EU is 
linked to the deaths of migrants crossing the 
Channel. We imagined an Irish flag flying over 
Spring Lane or Labre Park.

A portrait is a mark of respect for the sitter. 
Having your portrait painted was a privilege. 
Degas brings an awareness of ordinary 
people to a more privileged audience. We 
see this in Brian Maguire’s work too. The 
making of portraits is a mark of resistance 
to representation that does not view people 
as equal. 

A protest piece, the figures are chained down, 
mouths broken. It reminds us of mental 
institutions long ago. People were thrown into 
these places if they did not fit in. You could be 
drugged and given electric shock treatment. 
You would leave stone mad.

Some young girls who fell pregnant were sent 
away to cold places like this. Bessborough 
was a Mother and Baby Home in Cork. Women 
were made to work; their lives were taken 
from them.

Travellers have been put in in places like this 
for long periods with no diagnosis. These 
things are still going on.

Extra: Notes on Brian MaguireOther Works

Brian Maguire’s exhibition at the Hugh 
Lane Gallery  reminds us of that our lives as 
Travellers in Ireland are relatively privileged. 
Compared with other parts of the world we 
live in safety. But you do not have to go to the 
other side of the world to find human rights 
being broken. Travellers are denied basic 
human rights here in this country, when we 
cannot access housing, education and basic 
mental health services.

Brian Maguire 
Child Living From the Waste Food on  
the City Dump (São Paulo 2003) 
2022

Acrylic on linen, 290 x 460 cm, Tia Collection, Santa Fe

This work reminds us of the toxic dumps 
many Travellers are forced to live alongside. 
The boy represents intergenerational trauma, 
internalised shame of changing, hiding our 
identity.

Traveller perspectives
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Chloe McDonagh is a Graphic Designer 
and Multi Media Artist who is currently 
completing a BA(Hons) in Digital and Graphic 
Design at TUS Athlone. Winner of the Aontas 
STAR Award in 2023 Chloe has had her work 
exhibited in the National Museum of Ireland, 
and in the Axis centre in Ballymun as part of 
the Pisreóg project. Chloe was also a featured 
artist RTE Lyric FM’s Aedín in the afternoon, 
and in summer 2024 exhibited in ‘Bafushia’ in 
The Model Sligo. ‘My journey into the world of 
design is not just a professional pursuit but a 
personal pursuit of creativity. From the early 
days of childhood, to the intricate designs in 
this portfolio, my life through art has been 
a story of personal connection, persistent 
action, and infusing emotion into every piece.’

David McDonagh  is a self-taught 
photographer and filmmaker with a passion 
for storytelling. In 2021, he received the Misleór 
Short Documentary Grant, which enabled 
him to create the short film Dreamer. In 2023, 
he was nominated for the Bingham Ray Rising 
Star Award and won Best Short Documentary 
at the Galway Film Fleadh for Being Put Back 
Together, a film that explores the power of 
photography in addressing mental health 
issues. That same year, David held his first 
solo exhibition, Exposure, at the Hyde Gallery 
in Sligo as part of the Cairde Sligo Arts 
Festival. His work has also been featured in 

group exhibitions, including Bafushia at The 
Model, Sligo (2024), and Pisreóg at the Axis 
Ballymun (2023).

Frank McCarthy is a printmaker, artist, 
and recent graduate of Limerick Institute 
of Technology. He currently works as a 
Musician Educator for Music Generation in 
Limerick, Cork City, Carlow, and Kilkenny, as 
well as for The Kabin Studio. Frank has also 
served as a music and workshop facilitator 
and coordinator for The GAFF in Limerick 
City, a resource supporting community and 
voluntary arts that fosters direct connections 
between artists, communities, and the public. 
One of Frank’s recent projects, Paint Punch, 
combines boxing and art for young Traveller 
boys. The project has been highly successful 
in County Limerick, helping to boost the 
participants’ confidence, self-esteem, and 
school attendance. Frank also co-produced 
the short documentary Knuck & Knuckle with 
Monica Spencer at The GAFF. The film tells 
the story of boxer Lee Reeves, a young man 
from Limerick who uses his passion for boxing 
to cope with the grief of losing his mother to 
suicide.

Leanne McDonagh is an award-winning Irish 
artist. She is also a teacher and a member 
of the Travelling community. She grew up 
on a halting site, with first-hand experience 

of the prejudices and misconceptions that 
society has about Travellers. As an artist 
she feels she has a unique opportunity to 
represent and record her community from 
within.  Numerous pieces of her work were 
acquired by the Irish Museum of Modern art in 
2020, and they now form a part of the National 
Collection of Ireland. Her work also features 
in both private and public collections, and 
since her debut in 2015 she has exhibited both 
nationally and internationally.  She recently 
illustrated a short story book, titled “Why the 
Moon Travels,” written by a fellow Traveller, 
Oein De Bhairduin, which is the first of its kind 
in Ireland and which is the recipient of many 
awards. She is currently working on a new 
body of work for exhibit in 2026. Additionally, 
she is the Traveller education coordinator at 
Munster Technological University, where she 
established the Traveller Graduate Network in 
2019 and is also developing a work experience 
programme aimed specifically at members of 
the Travelling community.

Paddy Collins is a self-taught painter who 
was born in the UK and moved back to Dublin 
when he was seven.  His talent was spotted at 
school where he was encouraged to improve 
his arts skills. In the early 2000s, while working 
for Pavee Point Traveller & Roma Centre, 
Paddy had the opportunity to work with the 
painter Eamon Colman, who mentored him for 

a year, helping to refine and develop his craft. 
Paddy paints representations of traditional 
Traveller life, often depicting scenes of camps, 
fires, wagons, horses, dogs, and the natural 
world. He is deeply committed to promoting 
Traveller culture and traditions through his art 
and finds drawing and painting offer him a 

“peaceful place” of expression. His work is on 
display in a number of Traveller organisations 
and also in a number of private collections.

William Cauley (1954–2009) was a poet, 
author, and artist based in Limerick City. 
He earned the name of “The Candlelight 
Painter” for his distinctive practice of painting 
by candlelight in a caravan parked in the 
front garden of his home. William started 
travelling alone at the age of nine, and many 
of his paintings, created from memory, are 
based on memories of the scenes that he 
encountered on his travels. 

Curator Séamus Nolan is an artist and 
doctoral student with the School of Art 
History and Cultural Policy UCD, the School 
of Visual Culture NCAD and the Collection 
Department in IMMA. Conducting a practice-
based study which examines the role of the 
contemporary museum in representing 
marginal cultures with a specific focus on 
Irish Travellers.

Artists’ Biographies

Artists’ Biographies
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Chloe McDonagh, An Lucht Siúil, 2023Frank McCarthy, Gathera, (meaning father in Gammon/Cant), 2024
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Frank McCarthy 
Grala 2 Maula Sublias Corribin Got’cha 
(meaning “Shoulder to Hand Boys Hitting 
Colours” in Gammon/Cant) 
2024

Triptych of tinted Cyanotypes on BLK paper,  

50 x 70 cm each  

 
Frank McCarthy 
Untitled 
2024

MP3 audio file

Audio project created with young people through the 
Southside Traveller Action Group (STAG), Sandyford, 
Co Dublin with Frank McCarthy 2024

Duration: 2 min audio, repeating every 5 minutes

 
Frank McCarthy  
Gathera 
(meaning father in Gammon/Cant)  
2024

Screen print on Fabriano paper, 50 x 57 cm

 

Paddy Collins 
On the Road Again 
2014

Acrylic on canvas, 150 x 151 cm

Paddy Collins 
The scrollwork and artwork on the archway 
entrance leading into this exhibition were 
painted on site in January 2025 by Paddy 
Collins. 

 
Chloe McDonagh 
An Lucht Siúil 
2023

Digital prints on paper, 40 x 75 cm

 
David McDonagh 
Not Acting – Portrait of Stephen Casey 
Bracken 
2024

Photographic print on photo rag, 120 x 80 cm

Leanne McDonagh 
Confined Conditions 
2017

Pigment on Copper House Photo Rag, 55.8  x 76.2 cm 
HLG Collection 
Reg. 2231

Leanne McDonagh 
Rest 
2011

Pigment on Hahnemuhle paper rag, 21 x 29.7 cm

William Cauley 
Untitled (c. 2000) 

Acrylic on canvas, 30 x 40 cm 

William Cauley Portrait  
c. 2000. 

Photocopy on paper.  

Courtesy of Bridget Cauley. 

 

The Candlelight Painter 
The Life and Work of William Cauley,  
Traveller, Painter and Poet 
Transcribed and edited by  
Micheál O’hAodha 
2005

Book, 25 x 25 cm 

 
Louis le Brocquy 
The Pillar 
1986

Lithograph on Japanese paper, 32 x 45 cm 
HLG Collection  

Reg. 1711.13 

 
Michael Ayrton 
Impact 
1974

Bronze and perspex, 33.4 x 24.4 x 22.4 cm 
HLG Collection  

Reg. 1434

List of Works

List of Works
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Turner prize nominated artist Delaine Le Bas (fourth from right) visiting a preview of Bafushia at Hugh Lane Gallery 
with Barbara Dawson  and Dr Rosaleen McDonagh (third and fourth from left). 

Lord Mayor of Dublin Emma Blain at the launch of Bafushia with from l-r Jessica O’Donnell, Caoimhe McCabe, 
Paddy Collins and Séamus Nolan. 

Artist Brian Maguire leading a discussion of his exhibition La Grande Illusion at Hugh Lane Gallery as part of the 
Traveller Community Arts Day. 

Traveller rap and spoken word poet Wilzee (right) delivering a workshop on Traveller rap, song and poetry in the 
Hugh Lane Gallery’s Education Space. 
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Published by Hugh Lane Gallery on the occasion of the exhibition 

BAFUSHIA  
(A PHYSICALLY 
BOUND PROCESS 
OF FORWARD 
MOVEMENT) 
 29 January – 8 June 2025

Artists Chloe McDonagh, David McDonagh, Frank McCarthy, Leanne McDonagh,  
Paddy Collins and William Cauley.

Curated by Séamus Nolan.

Bafushia at  Hugh Lane Gallery is curated and organised as part of Hugh Lane Gallery’s Art 
Education programme in collaboration with artist Séamus Nolan and  
Pavee Point Traveller & Roma Centre. 

Hugh Lane Gallery Curatorial Project-Exhibition Lead for Bafushia: Jessica O’Donnell,  
Head of Education and Community Outreach. 

Pavee Point Project Lead: Caoimhe McCabe, Arts and Culture Coordinator. 

David Joyce delivering his talk at the Hugh Lane Gallery on The representation of Irish Travellers in 19th century Irish 
Landscapes. 

One of the beady pockets displayed by Brú Bhríde, Tuam Galway at the Traveller Community Arts Day, Hugh Lane 
Gallery on 1 May 2025.  The decorations of beads and buttons on these garments worn by women were traditionally 
exchanged as a way of keeping in touch and storing memories.
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administration, operations and security. 
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